The poem "Loss of My Twins" is set in 1976 and is from the longest section of the manuscript, which is entitled "In the Concentration Camps." As in many of the poems in this manuscript, there is an introductory narra tive section leading into a heightened finale, which, when it is chanted in Khmer, is reminiscent of recitative building to aria. In this poem the aria section is an intimate address to his twin daughters who have just been 48 murdered.
In "Oath," the comparable address is a plea directed to God. the old bull charges and butts him away.
In the air, the birds dive out of the sun.
Dragonflies quickly fold their wings and fall, and grasshoppers crouch in the grass.
